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N A V Y  D E N T A L  CORPS.

Those interested in the progress of the 
dental profession, especially those desir
ous of more nearly harmonizing the  
status of our representatives in the Fed
eral service to that of other staff corps, 
will undoubtedly accept the Dental Corps 
provision in the Navy Appropriation Bill 
as passed by Congress March 4th, and 
the provisions relating to the Army Den
tal Corps in H. R. 21054, introduced by 
Hon. Julius Kahn, of San Francisco, 
February 27th, as indicating som e posi
tive legislative progress.

The provision in the Navy Appropria
tion Bill is as follows:

“Hereafter all laws relating to the 
examination of officers of the Navy for 
promotion shall be construed to apply to 
the regular advancement of staff officers 
to higher ranks on the active list, the 
same as tho such advances in rank 
were promotions to higher grades:

Provided, That nothing in this para
graph shall be construed as in any way 
affecting the original appointments of of
ficers to the Dental Corps as provided in 
the act approved August 29th, 1916, mak
ing appropriations for the naval service  
for the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1917, 
and for other purposes, and the time

served by the dental surgeons as acting  
or acting assistant dental surgeons shall 
be reckoned in computing the increased  
service pay and service for promotion of 
such as are commissioned under said 
act.”

This amendment was presented to a 
sub-committee of Naval Affairs Commit
tee and recommended by them to  the 
full committee who accepted it and re
ported same to the Senate. This excepts  
the members of the Navy Dental Corps, 
who were entitled to com m issions w ith
out further examinations, under th e  act 
of August 29, 1916, from any change in 
that condition previous to their being  
commissioned. It further provides that 
previous service as acting or acting as
sistant dental surgeons shall be comput
ed for service pay and for promotion. 
This is in harmony with the Comptroller 
of the Treasury’s decision with reference  
to the service rendered by the mem bers 
of the Army Dental Corps prior to being 
commissioned.

Had not this amendment been adopted 
to confirmation of the m em bers of the 
Navy Dental Corps, having been held up 
for some time by the Senate, would
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necessarily have subjected them to an
other examination. They also would 
have lost their service as acting or act
ing assistant dental surgeons, both for 
computing their service for pay and for 
promotion, as a decision to this effect 
had been rendered. This exemption from 
examination relates only to the rank of 
Lieutenant junior grades, as provided in 
the act of August 29, 1916, and does not 
exempt them from the required examina
tion for promotion to the rank of Lieu
tenant or Lieutenant Commander.

A R M Y  D E N T A L  CORPS.

In line with a positive tendency for an 
efficient defense program a universal 
training bill has been careiully drafted 
by the General Staff of the Army, ap
proved by the Secretary of War and was 
referred to. both branches of Congress 
February 27th. I herewith quote from
H. R. 21054, as follows:

Sec. 17. “THE MEDICAL DEPART
MENT. The Medical Department shall 
consist of one Surgeon General who shall 
be a permanent officer with the rank of 
major general during the active service 
of the present incumbent of that office 
and thereafter with the rank of brigadier 
general, who shall be chief of said de
partment; a Medical Corps; a Medical 
R eserve Corps within the lim it of tim e  
now fixed by law; a Dental Corps; a 
Veterinary Corps; contract surgeons as 
now authorized by law; the Nurse Corps 
as now prescribed by law; an enlisted  
personnel, and a temporary personnel.

The permanent commissioned person
nel of the Medical Corps shall consist of 
forty-eight colonels, one hundred and six 
lieutenant colonels, six hundred and forty 
majors, one thousand and thirty-six  
captains, and one thousand, one hundred 
and two first lieutenants, all appointed as 
now prescribed by law.

The Permanent personnel of the Den
tal Corps shall consist of five hundred 
dental surgeons. Dental surgeons shall 
have the rank, pay and allowances of 
first lieutenants until they have complet
ed five years’ service. Dental surgeons 
of more than nine but less than nineteen  
years’ service shall, subject to such ex
amination as the President may pre
scribe, have the rank, pay and allowances 
of captains. Dental surgeons of more

than nineteen years’ service shall, sub
ject to such examination as the President 
may prescribe, have the rank, pay, and 
allowances of majors.”

* * * * * * '
Section 29. “In computing length of 

commissioned service for promotion, con
structive credit shall be given as follows: 
To chaplains and to officers of the 
Medical Corps and- Dental Corps, four 
years. To officers heretofore appointed 
in the permanent staff corps and depart
ments whose original appointment in 
such corps or departments was in the 
grade of captain, nine years; Provided, 
That such constructive service shall in
clude any and all commissioned service  
prior to appointment to the grade of cap
tain, except that nothing herein shall 
operate to deprive any officer of any cred
it for actual commissioned service in ex
cess of nine years to which he would 
otherwise be entitled.” * * * *

“Provided, That chaplains and dental 
surgeons shall not be promoted above 
the rank of major.”

It w ill be noted that provision is made 
in this bill for a Medical Corps of 2933 
officers and a Dental Corps of 500 offi
cers. Therefore, it would seem  that with  
possibly three exceptions this proposed 
legislation should m eet w ith the hearty  
approval of the dental profession. The 
three exceptions are as follows:

First: As I understand it there is
nothing in the bill which will recognize 
the contract or acting dental surgeon’s 
service of members of the present corps. 
That is, the service rendered before they 
were commissioned.

Second : “Provided That chaplains and 
dental surgeon shall not be promoted 
above the grade of major.” This only 
applies to these two corps.

Third: The National Dental Associa
tion has gone on record as favoring a 
head of the Dental Corps, with the rank 
of Colonel, to be connected with the Sur
geon General’s office. This was approv
ed with a view of increasing the effi
ciency of the Corps and it would seem  
that the increased number of dental offi
cers would emphasize the need for this. 
Therefore, whether the proposed bill
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could Ije amended in this particular or 
not, it  would seem  that from a con
structive service point of view this must 
sooner or later be recognized.

The provisions of this bill is positive 
evidence of the recognition by Military 
authorities for the need of an adequate 
and efficient dental- corps, and further, 
there is at least some evidence that our 
legislative campaign, wherein we con
tended that our representatives in the 
service be accorded recognition in  keep
ing with the importance of the service 
rendered and in harmony with the regu
lations of other staff corps, has had some 
effect as rank for three grades is pro
vided.

In view  of the present crisis which 
faces our country it would seem  that

som e prompt action along general de
fense lines may be expected, since today  
the President has issued a call for Con
gress to m eet April 2nd; therefore, som e 
such legislation will probably be enacted  
without much delay.

I w ill promptly take up, w ith the offi
cers of the National Dental A ssociation  
and the members o f  the L egislative Com
mittee, the question as to the advisability  
of attempting to have an amendment in
corporated recognizing the non-commis
sioned service of members of the Army 
Dental Corps and elim inate the second  
exception as above stated. Also, if deem 
ed advisable, we can look into the possi
bilities of providing for a head of the 
corps.

March 21, 1917,
609 Hartman Bldg., Columbus, Ohio.




